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Request for an investigation in to the current

)
Docket No. 00-0620
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Program and the Proposed Changes filed 
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Standards and Other Requirements Set Forth
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in the Public Utilities Act.
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220 ILCS 5/4-101; 220 ILCS 5/8-101;
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Northern Illinois Gas Company
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Proposed Changes to Riders 15 and 16

)

and related provisions.



)

(Tariffs filed on August 11, 2000).


)

PETITION TO INTERVENE

Pursuant to 83 Ill. Admin. Code § 200.200, the National Energy Marketers Association (NEM) hereby petitions the Illinois Commerce Commission (Commission) to be permitted to intervene as a party in the above-captioned proceeding.  In support of its Petition, NEM states:

1. The purpose of this proceeding is to investigate whether the current structure of the Nicor Customer Select Pilot Program and the proposed changes meet the public interest standards and other requirements set forth in the Public Utilities Act.

2. NEM is a national, non-profit trade association representing a regionally diverse cross-section of both wholesale and retail marketers of energy and energy-related products, services, information, and technology throughout the United States.  NEM members include: small regional marketers; large international wholesale and retail energy suppliers; energy consumers; billing firms, metering firms, Internet energy providers, energy-related software developers, risk managers, energy brokerage firms, and information technology providers; including both affiliated and unaffiliated companies.

3. The National Energy Marketers Association, as a national trade organization, will be able to bring a wide range of experiences, as well as a broad perspective, to the deliberative process, and its participation in this proceeding will aid the Commission by enhancing the quality of the record to be developed here.  NEM can lend a unique perspective to this proceeding because its membership represents a diverse cross-section of market participants.  In addition to energy information, billing and metering technology firms, NEM's issue development team includes a regionally diverse cross-section of small regional marketers, large international energy suppliers, wholesalers, retailers, and both affiliated and unaffiliated marketers of electricity and natural gas.  NEM has developed, "National Guidelines for Designing and Pricing Default Energy and Related Services," and, "National Guidelines for Unbundling and Restructuring the Natural Gas Distribution Function," (copies of which are attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference).

4. NEM's interest in this proceeding is the implementation of rates, tariffs, operating procedures, standards of conduct, rules, and policies that will ensure the development and maintenance of an efficient and reliable competitive gas market in Illinois.  As gas marketers and providers of energy-related services and technologies, various NEM members intend to serve customers in the Illinois gas market, including residential, commercial, and industrial customer segments in all of the utilities' service territories.  The ability of NEM's members to fairly compete in the restructured gas industry and thus bring the benefits of additional competition to Illinois gas consumers will be significantly affected by the outcome in this proceeding.

NEM's interests and position are significant and unique given the diversity of its membership, its interest in serving Illinois' commercial, industrial and residential customers, its current and past participation in restructuring in multiple jurisdictions on similar issues, and the substantial business interests of its members in the development of a viable electric market in Illinois.

As such, the interests of NEM and its members in this proceeding cannot be adequately represented or protected by any other party hereto.  Under all of these circumstances, NEM submits that good cause exists to grant it leave to intervene in this proceeding.
5. Communications and correspondence concerning this Petition should be directed to the following:




Craig G. Goodman, Esq.




President




NATIONAL ENERGY MARKETERS ASSOCIATION




3333 K Street, N.W.




Suite 425




Washington, D.C. 20007




Telephone:  202-333-3288




Facsimile:  202-333-3266




Email:  cgoodman@energymarketers.com
Stacey L. Rantala, Esq.




Attorney




NATIONAL ENERGY MARKETERS ASSOCIATION




3333 K Street, N.W.




Suite 425




Washington, D.C. 20007




Telephone:  202-333-3288




Facsimile:  202-333-3266




Email:  srantala@energymarketers.com
WHEREFORE, the National Energy Marketers Association prays for leave to intervene and to be treated as a party to this proceeding pursuant to Section 200.200 of the Commission's Rules of Practice.

Respectfully submitted,

Craig G. Goodman, Esq.

President

NATIONAL ENERGY MARKETERS ASSOCIATION

3333 K Street, N.W.

Suite 425

Washington, D.C. 20007

Telephone:  202-333-3288

Facsimile:  202-333-3266

Email:  cgoodman@energymarketers.com
Website:  www.energymarketers.com
Dated:  November 17, 2000.

VERIFICATION

I, Craig G. Goodman, being duly sworn, state that the foregoing Petition to Intervene is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.








______________________________








CRAIG G. GOODMAN

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to before 

me this _____ day of November, 2000.

_______________________________

Notary Public

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Stacey L. Rantala, certify that on the 17th day of November, 2000, I served a copy of the National Energy Marketers Association Petition to Intervene by first class mail, from Washington, D.C., postage prepaid to the individuals on the service list attached.








______________________________








STACEY L. RANTALA 

Service List 00-0620 and 00-0621
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ATTORNEY
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130 E. RANDOLPH DR., 23RD FL.
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ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
160 N. LASALLE, STE. C-800
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EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
NORTHERN ILLINOIS GAS COMPANY D/B/A NICOR GAS COMPANY
PO BOX 190
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ATTORNEY
PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY
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CHICAGO, IL 60604

MARY KLYASHEFF
ATTORNEY
PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY
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CHICAGO, IL 60601
 
JOSEPH L LAKSHMANAN
ILLINOIS POWER COMPANY
500 S. 27TH ST.
DECATUR, IL 62521-2200
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ATTY. FOR NORTHERN ILLINOIS GAS COMPANY D/B/A NICOR GAS COMPANY
MAYER BROWN & PLATT
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CHICAGO, IL 60603-3441


JOHN J REICHART
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
160 N. LASALLE ST.
CHICAGO, IL 60601
 

TIMOTHY P WALSH
ATTORNEY
THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY
130 E. RANDOLPH DR., 23RD FLOOR
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