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 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the New York State Department 

of Public Service (DPS) invites comments on the potential 

benefits to customers of retail competition in the Long Island 

electricity market. 

 The fundamental role of the DPS throughout the State 

is to ensure all customers have access to reliable electric 

service at the lowest possible costs.  DPS further aspires to 

create a customer-focused electric system with long-term 

affordability and sustainability by transforming the New York 

electric system through the Reforming the Energy Vision (REV) 

proceeding.1  REV will make the New York electric system 

stronger, cleaner and more resilient.  At the same time, REV 

will animate private investment in innovative, cost-saving modes 

of electric service.  Without private investment, customers 

would be forced to fund major improvements, and that would 

significantly raise New Yorkers’ electric bills.  

 While the rest of New York State electric customers 

already have the option to participate in a competitive retail 

electric market, retail customers in the LIPA service area face 

                                                            
1 Case 14-M-0101, Reforming the Energy Vision, Order Instituting 
Proceeding (issued April 25, 2014); Case 12-M-0476 et al., 
Residential and Small Non-Residential Retail Energy Markets, 
Order Instituting Proceeding and Seeking Comments Regarding the 
Operation of the Retail Energy Markets in New York State 
(issued October 19, 2012). 
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barriers that have prevented competition from developing.  DPS’s 

objective in this proceeding is to investigate potential 

benefits to customers and examine what reforms, if any, are 

needed to achieve them.  To aid in this inquiry, DPS seeks 

comments on the following questions: 

1. What are the benefits to customers of a competitive 

retail electric market? Are such benefits universal, or 

particularly applicable to the Long Island service area? 

2. What are the opportunities for retail competition in the 

Long Island electric market? 

3. What are the barriers to creating a competitive retail 

market in the Long Island service area? How should these 

barriers be addressed? 

4. What are the best practices elsewhere in the U.S. or 

globally for competitive retail electric markets that 

have proven beneficial to customers?  

5. What insight from these best practices is available to 

inform discussions on the issue of retail electric 

markets, positive or negative? For instance, could the 

Texas or U.K. model be applied? 

6. What, if any, protections are needed for low-income 

customers in a competitive retail market on Long Island? 

This list need not be viewed as all inclusive and comment may be 

made on other issues deemed important for consideration.    

 This participatory process will solicit written public 

comments, provide the opportunity for interactive discussions, 

and conclude with the development of DPS recommendations to the 

LIPA Board of Trustees. The schedule for interactive meetings 

among the parties will be posted to the Department’s Web site.   
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Party Status: 

  Any individual wishing to become a party may request 

party status.  Information and instructions related to becoming 

a party, subscribing to the service list, or otherwise monitoring 

the status of this proceeding can found on the Department’s Web 

site.2 

  The requirement that documents filed with the 

Secretary should be served on all parties is waived for this 

proceeding.  (See 16 NYCRR § 3.5 [e]).  The Department’s data 

base issues an automatic notification to all parties when a 

document has been filed.  Parties may access other parties' 

filings through the Department Web site.  Please note that if 

any party wishes to retain their right to be served directly, 

the party may so notify all parties.  Upon such notice, any 

party filing a document with the Secretary must directly serve 

those parties who have affirmatively requested service.   

 

Submission of Comments:  

 Comments may be submitted by April 1, 2016.  Reply 

comments may be submitted by May 1, 2016.  All comments filed 

with the Secretary will be posted to the Department’s Web site 

and become part of the official matter record.  There are 

several ways to provide comments to the Department: 

 Via the Internet or Mail:  Comments may be submitted 

directly into the matter file by locating the matter via the 

Department’s Web site, www.dps.ny.gov, by clicking on "Search," 

and entering "15-02754" in the "Search by Case Number" field.  

Then access the screen to enter comments by clicking on the 

"Post Comments" box located at the top of the page.  Comments 

may also be entered electronically to the Hon. Kathleen H. 

Burgess, Secretary, at secretary@dps.ny.gov or by mail or 

                                                            
2 http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/MatterManagement/RequestAPStatus.aspx. 
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delivery to Secretary Burgess at the New York State Department 

of Public Service, Three Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 

12223-1350.   

 Toll-Free Opinion Line:  Individuals may choose to 

submit comments by calling the Department’s Opinion Line at 1-

800-335-2120.  This line is set up to receive in-state calls 24-

hours a day.  These calls are not transcribed but a summary is 

reported to the Department. 

 

 

   (SIGNED)    KATHLEEN H. BURGESS 
Secretary 


