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Clem Palevich, CEO, AES NewEnergy
Clem Palevich is President of NewEnergy, Inc., the nation's largest energy service provider, a division of The AES Corporation.  As president of NewEnergy, he leads the pursuit of new retail business opportunities in the United States.  He is also Vice President of AES Pacific, responsible for new business development in the western United States and Canada.  San Francisco-based AES Pacific is a subsidiary of The AES Corporation, a leading global power company comprised of competitive generation, distribution and retail supply business in eighteen countries.

Palevich has been with AES for over eight years and has worked in both operation and business development.  Clem most recently led the eight million-dollar acquisition and financing of three Southern California Edison power plants totaling almost four thousand megawatts.

Palevich received his B.A. in Science and Industrial Engineering from Lehigh University in 1983 and his MBA from UCLA Anderson Engineering School in 1991.  He is married to Gabrielle Palevich.
United States Senator Wayne Allard, Colorado, Republican

U.S. Senator Wayne Allard is a Colorado veterinarian committed to cutting taxes, returning power and responsibility to state and local governments and assuring the security of America both at home and abroad as well as restoring economic prosperity.

Consistent with his belief that elected officials should be citizen legislators, Allard spends a majority of his time in Colorado. Since 1991, Allard has held more than 530 town meetings across Colorado. During his time in the Senate, Allard has held a town meeting annually in each of Colorado's sixty-four counties, while maintaining a 99% voting record. Allard has pledged to continue to hold at least one town meeting each year in every Colorado county during his term in the U.S. Senate. He has led by example by being the most frugal member of the Colorado delegation and has returned more than $2.4 million in unspent office funds to the U.S. Treasury since being elected to federal office in 1991.

Allard was born in Fort Collins, Colorado in 1943 and raised on a ranch near Walden, Colorado. He received his Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from Colorado State University in 1968. While completing veterinary school, Allard married Joan Malcolm who received her degree in microbiology from CSU. They built their veterinary practice, the Allard Animal Hospital, from scratch. The Allards raised their two daughters, Christi and Cheryl, in Loveland, Colorado and have four grandsons. 

Allard ran his veterinary practice full-time, while representing Larimer and Weld Counties in the Colorado State Senate, from 1983 to 1990. He is best known during his time in the Colorado State Senate for sponsoring the state law limiting state legislative sessions to 120 days, preserving the concept of the citizen-legislator.

Allard served in the U.S. House of Representatives from Colorado’s Fourth Congressional District from 1991 to 1996, when he was elected to the United States Senate. As a Colorado Congressman, Allard served on the Joint Committee on Congressional Reform, which recommended many of the reforms included in the Contract with America. These reforms were among the first legislative items passed by the Republican controlled Congress in 1995.

Allard is currently a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee where he is the Ranking Member of the Strategic Subcommittee; the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee where he is the Ranking Member of the Housing and Transportation Subcommittee; the Senate Budget Committee; and the Senate Agriculture Committee. In February 2001, Allard was also appointed by Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott to serve on the High Tech Task Force and the National Security Working Group. He is the Chairman of the Senate Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Caucus.

Glenn R. Thomas, Chairman, Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

Glenn R. Thomas was named as Chairman of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission on June 22, 2001, by former Governor Tom Ridge.  Prior to being named Chairman, Thomas was nominated by the Governor to become a PUC Commissioner.  Chairman Thomas took his oath of office on June 25, 2001. 

Since taking office as Chairman, Thomas’ priorities include: leading the PUC’s new mission as “stewards of competition,” through his vision to enhance Pennsylvania’s status as the national leader for electric competition; ensuring the security of Pennsylvania’s utility infrastructure; and vigilantly protecting Pennsylvania’s interests at the federal level, by working to build on Pennsylvania’s continued leadership with Electric Choice through the formation of a Regional Transmission Organization (RTO). 

Chairman Thomas currently serves as a member of the Governor’s Task Force on Security and the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Council; the National Governors’ Association Energy Task Force; the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) and its long-range planning committee; the Mid-Atlantic Association of Regulatory Commissioners (MACRUC); the State Government Liaison Committee of Pennsylvania-New Jersey-Maryland Interconnection (PJM); and was named to the U.S. Department of Energy’s Electricity Advisory Board by Secretary of Energy Spencer Abraham.
Prior to his appointment to the Commission, Chairman Thomas was Deputy Director of Governor Ridge’s Policy Office, having served in the Policy Office since 1995.  During his tenure in the Ridge Administration, Chairman Thomas also served as the Governor’s principal advisor on several hallmark initiatives that received national recognition, including electric and natural gas competition.  He was a key behind-the-scenes leader in developing Pennsylvania’s largest-ever environmental investment, “Growing Greener”; the most significant land-use reform in three decades, “Growing Smarter”; and brownfields legislation to clean up industrial eyesores.  He also was Gov. Ridge’s top aide during the Governor’s term as Chairman of Great Lakes Governors.  In addition to his other responsibilities, Chairman Thomas worked tirelessly to attract a national military museum in Pennsylvania.

Chairman Thomas received his bachelor’s degree in 1991 from Colgate University where he concentrated in Philosophy/Religion and Political Science.  In 1994, he received his law degree from The Dickinson School of Law of The Pennsylvania State University and was a member of the school’s National Moot Court Team.  In 1996, he studied at the Governor’s Center of the Terry Sanford Institute of Public Policy at Duke University and, in 1997, he studied at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.  He also has served as guest lecturer at several local universities and continuing education seminars.  In addition, he was one of 60 civilians chosen in 1998 by the Secretary of Defense to participate in the Joint Civilian Orientation Conference, where he observed first hand the capabilities and challenges of America’s armed forces while visiting military installations across the United States.

Stan Wise, Commissioner, Georgia Public Service Commission

Stan Wise won re-election to his second six-year term on the Commission in November 2000. He served as Commission Chairman in 1997 and 1999.  He was first elected to public office as a Cobb County Commissioner in 1990 and had previously served that county as a member of the Cobb County Planning Commission and the Board of Zoning Appeals. Wise was a Board Member of the ten-county Atlanta Regional Commission from 1992-1994.  Commissioner Wise is currently Second Vice-President of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC).  Wise is a past President of the Southeastern Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (SEARUC) and serves on the Gas Committee of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC). He is also chair of the advisory council to the Gas Technical Institute. He currently serves on the board of the National Regulatory Research Institute and is on the Cobb Educational Foundation Board. He has also served on the Board of Directors of the Cobb YMCA, the Boys Club of Cobb County and the Advisory Board of the North Georgia Law Enforcement Academy.  He owned and operated an insurance business in Cobb County for twenty years.  A former member of the Air Force Reserve, Wise was awarded his B.S. in Business Management from the Charleston Southern University in 1974. He and his wife, Denise, have been married for 27 years and have two children. His daughter Lindsay, 21, attends Georgia Southern University and his son Adam, 19, attends Georgia Perimeter College on a baseball scholarship.

Connie O. Hughes, Commissioner, New Jersey Board of Public Utilities

Connie O. Hughes was nominated to the Board of Public Utilities on July 16, 2001, and was confirmed by the Senate and sworn into office on October 3, 2001. She served as Acting President from July 16, 2001, through October 3rd, and as President until January 15, 2002. 

She is a member of the National Association of Utility Commissioners, its Telecommunication Committee, its International Committee; and, the Middle Atlantic Conference of Regulatory Utility Commissioners. 

Prior to her appointment by former Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco, Ms. Hughes was the Acting Governors' Chief of Management and Policy responsible for policy development and implementation across all state agencies. In addition, she oversaw the Office of the Chief Information Officer, Office of Employee Relations, and Office of Constituent Relations, and the Governor's Washington, D.C. office. 

Ms. Hughes served as the ex-officio Commissioner of Higher Education. She was a Governor-appointed member of the NJ State Planning Commission, NJ Commission on Science and Technology, NJ Commission on Environmental Education, and NJ State Board of Human Services; and, the Governor's designee on the NJ Commerce and Economic Growth Commission Board of Directors.

While employed at the New Jersey Department of Labor for over 20 years, she was the first person to rise through the ranks to be appointed the Deputy Commissioner in 2000. As such, she served as the Chief Operating Officer for the Department, having oversight for a $500+ million budget and staff of 3,500 in thirty locations. She oversaw all employment and training, income security, labor market information, vocational rehabilitation, and labor standards and safety enforcement programs, as well as the Department's administration and finance. 

Formerly, Ms. Hughes was Assistant Commissioner, Workforce New Jersey, responsible for the administration of the Department's One-Stop Career System, which includes employment and training, vocational rehabilitation services, business services and income security programs. In this capacity, she oversaw the program implementation of the Department's major initiatives: Re-employment Call Centers, the One-Stop Career System, and most recently, a workplace literacy program. She was involved in developing a one-stop system for information on construction contracting for public works. 

Previously, she was Director, Division of Employment and Training. In this capacity she was responsible for the implementation of the One-Stop Career System in New Jersey and the administration of the State's Employment Services, Workforce Investment Board/Job Training Partnership Act and the to-work component of welfare reform. Ms. Hughes was also responsible for the development and implementation of the first New Jersey state agency website - Workforce New Jersey Public Information Network (WNJPIN) - New Jersey's virtual One-Stop Career System. While at the Department of Labor, she also established the State Data Center program, a national model for data dissemination and analysis. 

Ms. Hughes has conducted research at the Center for Urban Policy Research, Rutgers University and taught high school mathematics in Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

She has co-authored three books and authored over 30 articles on demographic and economic issues, including, "Anticipating Census 2000: New Jersey's Emerging Demographic Profile," which she co-authored with her husband. 

She was chair of the National Electronic Technology Board (NetBoard), and chair of the National State Data Center Advisory Board to the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 

She served on the Advisory Board of the Center for Government Services, Rutgers University; and on the Bloustein School Alumni Association. She was a member of the New Jersey Regional Planning Partnership Forum 2000. 

Ms. Hughes' community service included: East Amwell Township Governance Ad Hoc Committee Secretary, Board of Local Public Assistance Chair, Zoning Board Chair, and Historic Preservation Committee member. 

Her commitment to public service in New Jersey is well recognized. She was honored by the Executive Women of New Jersey; named one of Who's Who of New Jersey top business executives; received the Women's Political Caucus of New Jersey Achievement Award, the American Society of Public Administrators Achievement Award; named a Distinguished Women in Labor; and, received the Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy Alumna of the Year Award. 

Ms. Hughes received her B.S. from East Stroudsburg University, and her MCRP from the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy, Rutgers University. 

Robert Nelson, Commissioner, Michigan Public Service Commission
Robert Nelson was originally appointed by Governor John Engler on May 10, 1999. He was subsequently reappointed for a term ending July 2, 2005. 

Mr. Nelson served as President of the Michigan Electric and Gas Association from December 1987 until his appointment to the Commission in 1999. From 1979 to 1987, he was Director of the Commission's Office of Regulatory and Consumer Affairs, overseeing the legislative, legal, public affairs and consumer services functions of the Commission. From 1976 to 1979, he served as both Assistant and Deputy Director of Policy at the Commission. From 1974 to 1976, he was an Assistant and, later, Senior Assistant Prosecutor for Ingham County. From 1970 to 1974, he was a trial attorney for the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Mr. Nelson serves on the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners' Consumer Affairs Committee and the Telecommunications Committee, of which he is co-vice-chairman.

Mr. Nelson is a member of the North American Numbering Council, an advisory committee to the FCC on numbering issues. He previously served as chairman of the Administrative Law Section of the Michigan Bar Association. He has also served as Chairman of the East Lansing Cable and Telecommunications Commission.

Mr. Nelson received a B.A. in Political Science from Wayne State University (1968), and a J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School (1970).

Joe L. Barton, United States Congressman, Sixth District of Texas, Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Energy & Air Quality of the House Committee on Energy & Commerce.

Congressman Joe Barton was elected to represent the Sixth District of Texas in 1984, and currently serves as Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Energy & Air Quality of the House Committee on Energy & Commerce. He also serves on the House Science Committee and is a member of the House Republican Steering Committee, a council which sets strategy for House Republicans.  Congressman Barton has previously served as Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations of the Energy and Commerce Committee in the 104th and 105th Congresses and served as Chairman of the House Commerce Subcommittee on Energy and Power for the 106th Congress.

"Well known for his work ethic and sincerity" (National Journal, 06/01), Barton is currently leading the House charge to pass a comprehensive national energy policy. His Chairmanship includes jurisdiction over a majority of the nation’s energy and clean air concerns, and Barton has committed himself to passing legislation promoting an environment of high supply, low demand and consumer-friendly prices. This Congress the Subcommittee has held hearings on issues including nuclear energy, electricity deregulation, oil production, pipeline safety and renewable energy sources, and will next year open the Clean Air Act for reauthorization. Barton is also the author of both the first electricity deregulation legislation to pass a House Subcommittee, The Electricity Competition and Reliability Act of 1999, and the first comprehensive energy policy legislation to pass a House Committee in almost a decade, The Energy Advancement and Conservation Act.
In the last two Congresses, Barton has continued to work diligently to protect individual rights. As a founding member and Co-Chairman of the Congressional Privacy Caucus (CPC) he has worked with his colleagues to preserve Americans’ financial and medical privacy, and has in particular used his role as one of Congress’ "technology policy players" (Forrester Research, 03/01) to promote legislation and technology directed at protecting privacy on the internet. The founding Co-Chairman of Asthma Awareness Day on Capitol Hill, Barton has also consistently supported legislation to advance research and increase funding for diabetes, cancer and the issues of home, rural and mental health, and in 1997 was responsible for passing landmark legislation to reform the way the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approves medical devices. One of Congress’ leaders in the war on drugs, Barton was instrumental in obtaining the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) designation for Dallas/Fort Worth, and has utilized his position as Delegate to the Mexico-U.S. Interparliamentary Groups to strengthen the commitment between Mexican and American officials to fight drugs on our borders.

Previously best known for his authorship of the Tax Limitation Amendment, a constitutional amendment requiring a 2/3 vote of the House and Senate before raising taxes, Barton has remained committed to legislation promoting lower taxes and financial freedom. He has supported eliminating the marriage penalty and estate tax, reducing capital gains taxes, retiring the current tax code and reforming bankruptcy laws. 

Barton continues to be successful in bringing home results for the Sixth Congressional District by consistently ensuring funding for local projects and bringing exposure to the superior communities, schools, industry and opportunities of the Dallas/Fort Worth area. He continues to hold regular town hall meetings for his constituents, as well as issue-oriented "advisory" meetings, which provide constituents with in-depth information and a chance to hear from experts in the relevant field. He also began a Sixth District Women’s Focus Group during the 105th Congress, designed to provide an open, informal dialogue on issues important to the women of the Sixth District. He reaches out to local students by regularly visiting elementary and secondary schools throughout the district to participate in career days, anti-drug events and classroom discussions, and has served as a guest lecturer for the Texas Christian University course taught by former House Speaker Jim Wright, and as part of the Southern Methodist University Lecture Series. He was recently named a "key Texas lawmaker" by the Dallas Morning News (07/06/01).

Joe Barton’s ancestors settled in Texas during the 1840's. He was born on September 15, 1949 in Waco, Texas, and is a graduate of Waco High School. He earned a four-year Gifford-Hill Opportunity Award scholarship to Texas A&M, where he was the outstanding industrial engineering student for the Class of 1972. After earning a Master's of Science degree in Industrial Administration from the Krannert School of Industrial Administration at Purdue University, he joined Ennis Business Forms in Ennis and Crockett, where he rose to the position of Assistant to the Vice President.

In 1981, he was selected for the prestigious White House Fellows Program and served as an aide to then-Department of Energy Secretary James B. Edwards. In 1982, he returned to Texas as a natural gas decontrol consultant for Atlantic Richfield Oil and Gas Company, before being elected to Congress.

Barton and his family are members of the First United Methodist Church in Ennis, Texas. He is the proud father of three children, and grandfather to two grandchildren.

Nora Mead Brownell, Commissioner, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Commissioner Brownell was nominated by President George W. Bush to serve on the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) on April 30, 2001.  She was confirmed by the United States Senate on May 25, 2001.  Her term of office expires June 30, 2006.

Prior to joining FERC, Ms. Brownell served as a member of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC).  During her tenure at the PUC, Ms. Brownell took an active role in the rollout of electric choice in Pennsylvania.  In addition to her work in establishing the framework for one of the most successful retail electric markets in the country, Ms. Brownell  was a leader in the administration of Pennsylvania's Electric Choice Consumer Education Program.  She has an extensive background in communications, marketing and community relations that enable her to effectively communicate the benefits of the program to community members.

During Ms. Brownell's tenure at the PUC she was one of the leaders in developing public policy to develop a robust competitive telecommunications market in the Commonwealth.  She has actively supported Pennsylvania's pursuit of competition in the local markets for telecommunications, deployment of advanced services, enhancement of services to rural areas, protection of consumers and advancement of special services.  Ms. Brownell has helped craft unique solutions to a number of these industry issues.

Ms. Brownell has actively supported Pennsylvania's more flexible approach toward the regulation of water companies, which includes several innovative ratemaking mechanisms.  One such innovative tool is the Distribution System Improvement Charge (known as "DSIC") which enables cost effective acceleration of infrastructure remediation.

Prior to her appointment as a member of the Pennsylvania Commission, she acted as the Executive Director of the Regional Performing Arts Center in Philadelphia, a $200 million arts and economic development initiative.

Commissioner Brownell previously served as the Senior Vice President responsible for Meridian Bancorp, Inc.'s Corporate Affairs Unit.  Prior to joining Meridian in 1987, Commissioner Brownell was Deputy Executive Assistant to former Pennsylvania Governor Richard Thornburgh.

Commissioner Brownell is the former President of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC).  Ms. Brownell served on the Boards of Keystone Energy, Times Publishing Company, Millennium Bank, Foundation of Architecture, Philadelphia Free Library, Need in Deed and Philadelphia Regional Performing Arts Center and the Advisory Council of the Electric Power Research Institute.

Commissioner Brownell is a native of Erie, Pennsylvania, and attended Syracuse University.

Catherine I. Riley, Chairman, Maryland Public Service Commission

On November 1, 2000, the Governor appointed Catherine Riley as Chairman of the Maryland Public Service Commission (PSC).  From 1999 to 2000, she served as a Commissioner of the PSC.

A lifelong resident of Harford County, Catherine I. Riley graduated from local parochial and public schools, received a B.A. degree in Biology from Towson University, and was employed by Baltimore City Hospitals in bacteriology.  In 1974, Catherine Riley was elected to the House of Delegates and served full-time.  In 1982, she was elected to the Senate, the youngest woman ever to serve there.  In January 1991, Senator Riley retired to pursue graduate studies at the University of Maryland, College Park, School of Public Affairs, and to establish a consulting business.  Senator Riley was selected Assistant Director, Bureau of Government Research at the University of Maryland in the fall of 1992 and Executive Director in 1995, a position she held until December 1998.  She has instructed students in the public policy process since leaving office in 1991.  During the legislative sessions from 1996-1999, Senator Riley served as Legislative Liaison to the General Assembly for Governor Parris N. Glendening.

At the time of Senator Riley’s election to the House, many scientific and technological issues had begun to surface as public policy concerns.  The nation was beginning to respond to policy problems related to oil and gasoline shortfalls generated by OPEC.  Senator Riley’s knowledge of both scientific and environmental issues thrust her into the forefront of Maryland’s efforts to respond and adapt to the changing energy and utility environment.  Thus began her more than fifteen-year involvement with the issues confronting the Public Service Commission, utilities and the Office of People’s Counsel.

As a Delegate, Catherine Riley served in many capacities that expanded her knowledge and understanding of the intricacies of the energy and utility industries.  Among them were: the Joint Energy Committee, House Chair – 1978-1983; Southern Environmental Resource Council – 1978-1983; Southern Legislative Conference Energy Committee – 1977-1983; and House Environmental Matters Committee – 1975-1983.

As a Senator, Catherine Riley’s service included: Finance Committee Chair – 1986-1991; National Conference of State Legislators Energy Committee – 1983-1991; Energy Pricing and Policy Joint Committee Chair – 1990; Administrative, Executive, Legislative Review Committee Chair – 1983-1987; and Budget and Taxation Committee – 1983-1987.

During her legislative career, Senator Riley was recognized for her understanding of the ecological interactions of development and developments impact on natural resources.  She was noted for helping to evolve creative public policy solutions reflecting the need to provide a balance between economic issues and natural resource protection.  Her many legislative initiatives involved: energy policies and conservation, Public Service Commission and People’s Counsel reforms, giving the Public Service Commission responsibility for oversight of the Cove Point liquefied natural gas plant, water quality and groundwater and watershed protections, and creating and serving as Chair of the Chesapeake Bay Commission.

Bill Kinneary, Chairman and CEO, Total Gas & Electric, Inc.

Bill Kinneary is a veteran of the energy business. He has worked in the industry for 28 years and was involved in the deregulation process from the beginning.
William Mahoney, President and CEO, Excelergy Corp.

Bill Mahoney joined Excelergy in 2000 as the company’s president and chief executive officer, bringing with him more than 25 years of software and IT management experience. Since his joining Excelergy, the company has announced six record-setting quarters on the balance sheet, signing major new clients in North America, the United Kingdom, continental Europe and the Asia-Pacific region.

Today, Excelergy provides software to such global powerhouses as American Electric Power, Sempra Energy Solutions, Allegheny Energy Services, FirstEnergy, Constellation Energy Services, Green Mountain Energy Company, Powercor Australia and other national and global energy companies. Excelergy’s products were also recently selected to run the newly competitive Italian national power exchange. Directly or through such integration partners as Accenture, Cap Gemini Ernst & Young and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Excelergy’s software is offered or in use on all continents except Africa.

Based on the company’s performance under Mahoney’s leadership, Excelergy has become one of the world’s fastest growing providers of software products and technologies to the power and utilities industry. Excelergy recently has been recognized in both the Red Herring 100 (two straight years) and UPSIDE Hot 100 lists of top public and private companies for its outstanding technology innovation, business strategy, financial performance, and management quality.

Mahoney previously was the head of Systems & Computer Technology (SCT)’s energy, utility and communications systems unit, which he built from a money-losing 70-employee division in 1995 to what is now a profitable, 600-plus person division. Annual revenues increased ten-fold over these five years.

Prior to his five years as president of SCT’s energy, utilities and communications unit, Mahoney served as vice president of client services for SCT’s educational software group. Previously, he served as vice president at Dun & Bradstreet Software in Rochester, New York.

By joining Excelergy, Mr. Mahoney returned to the New England area where he grew up, went to college and gained his early professional experience. In the 1980s, Mahoney was a marketing director for Woburn, MA-based Xyvision Inc. Earlier, he worked at Digital Equipment Corporation in Maynard, MA and Honeywell Information Systems in Waltham, MA.

Mahoney earned his bachelor’s degree from Harvard University in 1973. He is a former co-captain of Harvard rowing and competed on the U.S. national crew.

Anthony Gajadharsingh, VP Strategic Development, IMServ

Anthony is responsible for running the International Strategic Development Business Unit of IMServ. He joined UKDCS in 1996, prior to their acquisition by Invensys in 1999, as Corporate Affairs Director.  In April 1999 he was appointed as Commercial Director where he was responsible for the operation of the UK's leading energy data collection and MDMA firm. 

Before joining UKDCS, Anthony was Assistant Company Secretary at London Electricity PLC.
Russell E. Vanos, Vice President and General Manager Electric Systems, Itron Inc.

Russ Vanos returned to Itron in January 2001, to take on the role of Vice President and General Manager, Electric Business Systems. Vanos’ experience in the utility industry spans more than two decades, much of it directly related to the delivery of advanced data collection and management systems, as well as to distribution system optimization. His electric industry knowledge, proven leadership, and customer-value focus will be key assets in enabling the Itron Electric Systems business unit to meet critical customer objectives in today’s rapidly changing energy marketplace. 

Vanos first joined Itron 1980 as a field service representative responsible for installing the first generation Itron meter-reading systems. Since then he has held numerous positions of progressively increasing responsibility. He served previously as Product Manager, Manager of Implementation Services, Director of Customer Service and Director of Meter Reading. In 1988, he was promoted to Western Area Sales Director at Itron. In October 1997, Vanos was named Vice President, Utility and Energy Services Solutions, where he was responsible for all utility sales, technical sales support, customer service and marketing throughout North America. 

Prior to joining Itron, Vanos was employed by the Washington Water Power Company (now Avista Utilities), where he played a major role in developing, testing and deploying Itron’s first electronic meter reading systems.

Chris Hamilos, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, LODESTAR Corp.

Chris Hamilos founded LODESTAR in 1996 when he acquired the assets of the Utility Marketing Services business unit of TASC, Inc. As Chairman and CEO, Hamilos is responsible for overall company and product strategy and development, and has grown LODESTAR's product offerings from a single niche product to a comprehensive suite of software solutions, enabling customer choice in the energy industry. Since founding LODESTAR, Hamilos has guided the development of its comprehensive suite of products, established a broad client base and built strategic alliances with a number of leading software and technology companies. Under his direction, the size of the company has quintupled. His leadership was recognized in 2001 when he was named a finalist in the prestigious Ernst & Young New England Entrepreneur of the Year awards program.  Prior to joining LODESTAR, Hamilos was Partner-in-Charge of the eastern division of the management consulting practice of Price Waterhouse, assisting companies such as San Diego Gas & Electric, PG&E and Sprint with the development and implementation of mission-critical back office and operational information systems. Hamilos earned a B.S. and an M.A. in mathematics, computer sciences and experimental psychology from Southern Illinois University.

James E. Halloran III, Vice President, Sales and Marketing, Tractebel Energy Services

Mr. Halloran is the Vice President of Sales and Marketing and is a 21-year veteran energy professional with a wide array of marketing and sales accomplishments.  At Tractebel Energy Services, Inc, he is driving the value added philosophies throughout the Suez chain of companies and associated product lines and directing these capabilities deep within the end use customer’s business.  He combines marketing management with financial analysis to guarantee customer driven results.   Prior to Tractebel, Mr. Halloran was the VP of Commercial & Industrial sales for a National Energy Services company. Responsible for developing and implementing the national account strategy for energy consulting, project implementation and asset monetization. Duties include senior level sales and marketing to Fortune 1000 companies, preparation of comprehensive business development proposals and presentations with supporting documentation and effective follow-through, complex contract negotiations with clients, while working closely with engineering and operations staff to ensure the delivery of cost-effective, customer-oriented services.

Jim Mathers, President, Customer Acquisition Specialists of America

With over three years of experience in retail energy sales, Mathers has built a large group of professional energy sales representatives.  His staff is responsible for enrolling over 100,000 new customers in just the past 6 months.

After receiving his Marine Engineering degree from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1983, Jim drove and built nuclear submarines for the U.S. Navy until 1990.  He was licensed as a Professional Engineer in 1989.  Leaving the field of engineering in 1990, Jim took over the training and management of the direct-sales force at East Coast Promotions, the leading marketing firm for over 200 small businesses in the Virginia, Maryland and D.C. area.  
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Robert Dickerman, President, Sempra Energy Solutions

Bob Dickerman is president of Sempra Energy Solutions, a subsidiary of Sempra Energy, a San Diego-based Fortune-500 energy services holding company. At Sempra Energy Solutions, Dickerman is responsible for the leadership of marketing, sales, pricing and analysis, delivery and operations, and management services. As one of the nation's largest energy services companies, Sempra Energy Solutions provides comprehensive energy solutions to commercial and industrial customers throughout the United States and Western Europe. The company is in the midst of a growth initiative that is doubling its size each year. 


Dickerman is an acknowledged expert in energy matters, with deep experience throughout the industry. His background in energy trading, marketing and sales management enables him to drive the company's innovative approach to commercial and industrial customers. By focusing on fully integrated energy outsourcing, Dickerman and his staff have created an opportunity for commercial and industrial customers to focus on managing their bottom line and achieving improved profitability with lower risk. 

With over 20 years of experience in the evolving energy market, Dickerman was previously senior vice president at ICF Consulting where he guided the development and implementation of energy strategies with major energy companies. Prior to ICF, Dickerman was the senior vice president of wholesale energy at Edison Source, Edison International's retail energy services marketing arm, where he was responsible for all physical and financial wholesale energy activities.


Dickerman holds a master's degree in business administration from the University of Chicago and a bachelor's degree in mathematics from Union College in New York.

William M. Nugent, President, National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners, Commissioner, Maine Public Utilities Commission

Now in his 11th year as a Commissioner on the Maine PUC, William M. Nugent was nominated for office by Governors Angus S. King, Jr., and John McKernan.  Nugent’s current term, to which he was unanimously confirmed by the Maine Senate, runs through March 2003. 

Commissioner Nugent is currently the President of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) and a member of its Executive Committee.  He has served NARUC as Co-Chair of its Working Group on Public Benefits, a member of the Committee on Energy Resources and the Environment, Chair of its Regulatory Strategies Subcommittee, and participated in several efforts to reform NARUC’s governance and administration.  

Nugent has testified before the Congress on electric restructuring issues and represented NARUC in discussions of nuclear issues with both the Department of Energy and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Formerly a director of the National Regulatory Research Institute (NRRI) at The Ohio State University, Nugent has also served as President of the New England Conference of Public Utility Commissioners (NECPUC).

Electric restructuring has been a major focus of Nugent’s service on the PUC.  Determined that utility regulation devise solutions that best “fit” the Maine economy and bring better service at fair prices, Nugent has traveled extensively across Maine to listen to residential and business consumers.  Shortly after joining the Commission, Nugent began a series of informal public hearings, “PUC on the Road,” in which he meets with members of the public and listens to whatever matters they wish to discuss.  These meetings are scheduled four to five times a year in places where the Commission is less likely to conduct a formal case hearing.  Nugent has held such meetings from Fort Kent to Kittery, Calais to Bridgton.  “These sessions help me focus on issues of importance to the consumer,” he notes.

Prior to joining the Commission, Nugent was the President and CEO of the greater Portland Chamber of Commerce (1986-1991) and Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of a Portland environmental consulting firm (1984-1986). 

Previously he was Deputy Director of Management and Budget for the State of Michigan, a founding Board Member of the Michigan Energy Resources Research Association, Commissioner of the Michigan Lottery, and a staff member at a White House Council and in the Office of the Secretary of Defense. 

Commissioner Nugent attended the U. S. Military Academy at West Point, graduated from Fordham University (honors, Phi Beta Kappa), and studied public administration as a Heinz Fellow at the University of Pittsburgh.

Mozelle W. Thompson, Commissioner, Federal Trade Commission

Mozelle W. Thompson was sworn in as a Commissioner on the Federal Trade Commission December 17, 1997.

Mr. Thompson previously held the position of Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary at the Department of the Treasury where he was responsible for overseeing domestic spending and credit policies, including the operations of the Federal Financing Bank and the Office of Government Financing. Mr. Thompson was also responsible for creating the Office of Privatization, which among its activities provides guidance on the privatization of federal assets and operations, and for developing the financial assistance plan for the District of Columbia. Mr. Thompson was initially appointed Deputy Assistant Secretary in August 1993, and served as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary from April 1996 until his appointment to the Commission.

Prior to joining the Treasury Department, Mr. Thompson served as Acting Executive Director and General Counsel to the New York State Finance Agency and its four sister corporations. Mr. Thompson also was an attorney with the New York firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher and Flom.

Mr. Thompson is a graduate of Columbia College and Columbia Law School. He also holds an M.P.A. from Princeton University's Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. After graduating law school, Mr. Thompson served as law clerk to U.S. District Court Judge William M. Hoeveler in Miami, Florida. He has been on the faculties of the Woodrow Wilson School and Fordham Law School, and has been an Irvine Foundation Visiting Scholar at Stanford Law School.

Mr. Thompson currently serves as Chairman of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Consumer Policy Committee where he also leads the United States delegation. Mr. Thompson was past president of the International Marketing Supervision Network (IMSN), an association of international consumer protection enforcement agencies.

Mr. Thompson has been active in a number of professional and civic organizations, including the Association of Black Princeton Alumni and the Executive Board of Practicing Attorneys for Law Students, a mentoring organization assisting African-American and Latino law students. He is presently Vice President of the Columbia College Alumni Association, and is a member of the bar in New York State and the District of Columbia.

Mr. Thompson was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and is the son of Charles and Eiko Suzaki Thompson of West Babylon, New York.
Chris Bernard, General Counsel, Entergy-Koch LP

Chris Bernard is the General Counsel of Entergy-Koch, LP. Prior to joining Entergy-Koch, Chris was the General Counsel of Entergy Power Marketing Corp. based in The Woodlands, Texas.  He joined EPMC in April of 1996.  Prior to joining Entergy Power Marketing, Chris was General Counsel of Edisto Resources Corporation and its energy trading subsidiaries.  Chris holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Oklahoma State University and a Juris Doctorate degree from the University of Tulsa College of Law. 

Bernard has twenty-three (23) years of experience in the energy business as both a lawyer and a businessman. His areas of experience include: oil and gas exploration and production, natural gas gathering and processing, and trading of all of the energy commodities. His experience in business and energy law extends from the US to Europe, South America, Australia, Mediterranean Africa and the Pacific Rim of Asia.

Bernard is a member of the Oklahoma Bar Association and the American Bar Association. Currently, Chris is an Executive Committee Member of the National Energy Marketers Association and serves as Co-Chair of the Wholesale Power Standard Contract Committee. In addition, he is a member of the Edison Electric Institute's Power Contract Committee.

Brett Perlman, Commissioner, Public Utility Commission of Texas

Brett A. Perlman currently serves as Commissioner of the Public Utility Commission of Texas. He was appointed by Governor George W. Bush on January 11, 1999, and his term expires in 2003.

Prior to his appointment to the Texas PUC, Perlman was a management consultant with the Texas office of McKinsey & Company, a global management consulting firm known for its leadership role in business consulting. At McKinsey, Perlman specialized in strategic planning for Fortune 500 technology companies in identifying new market opportunities and developing corporate strategies.

Prior to his work at McKinsey, Perlman practiced law with the Washington D.C. office of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld and with the Houston office of Jenkens & Gilchrist.

Perlman has performed community service projects for the State of Texas and Houston based organizations. 

He prepared a report for Governor Bush's Science and Technology Council entitled "Developing Texas' Technology-Based Economy."  In addition, Perlman provided strategic planning for the state's Telecommunications Infrastructure Fund Board, which is responsible for Texas' $1.5 billion fund for wiring schools for the Internet.

Perlman also helped start the Houston Technology Center, where he serves on the Finance Committee, and the Houston Area Technology Advisory Council. He is a Board member of the MIT Enterprise Forum of Houston and an Advisory Board member of the Houston International Theatre School. 

A native of Houston, Perlman graduated Phi Beta Kappa in economics from Northwestern University in Evanston, Ill. He received a law degree from the University of Texas Law School where he was associate editor of the Texas Law Review. He also holds a master's degree in public administration from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University where he focused on business and policy issues involving information technology, telecommunications industry and the Internet.

He lives in Houston with his wife Cindy and three children, Brian and twins Hallie and Drew.
Nick Fulford, Senior Vice President, Centrica PLC

Nick Fulford is Senior Vice President, Business Development of Direct Energy Marketing Limited, the principal North American subsidiary of Centrica PLC, a UK based company that is the market leader in energy, home services, telecommunications, roadside assistance and financial services.

Mr. Fulford is a member of the Direct Energy Marketing Limited Executive Committee and the North American Strategy Committee and currently spearheads the company’s growth plans in deregulating energy markets across North America.

In 1999, Mr. Fulford led the team investigating North American market entry opportunities, and was a key negotiating figure for the Direct Energy Marketing Limited acquisition in August 2000.

With the British Gas Corporate Centre since 1993, Mr. Fulford also worked directly with the Board on restructuring issues arising from market reform, playing a significant part in the creation of Centrica PLC and the demerger of British Gas in 1997.  He has assumed various senior appointments within Centrica, focusing on take or pay contract renegotiation, risk management activities and various company acquisitions.

Following a tenure with the UK Ministry of Defense, Mr. Fulford joined British Gas in 1983 where he undertook various technical assessments of gas infrastructure projects.  After moving to a more commercial role in gas purchasing, Mr. Fulford participated in various contractual arrangements arising from the deregulation of the industrial and commercial market in the early 1990s before moving to an international management assignment in the Far East and Trinidad.

Mr. Fulford graduated from Durham University with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering Science in 1979 and subsequently obtained his Masters of Science from the Royal Military College of Science in 1981.

Dr. Nigel L. Evans Executive Vice President, Head of Global Energy Market Strategy, Caminus

Dr. Nigel L. Evans is Executive Vice President and Head of Global Energy Market Strategy for Caminus Corporation.  Dr. Evans founded Caminus Energy Limited in 1985, a strategic energy consulting firm based in Cambridge, UK, which merged with ZaiNet Software in 1988 to form Caminus Corporation.  Dr. Evans has been at the heart of the development of competitive energy markets in the UK for more than a decade.  He was lead economic policy advisor for Ofgem on the development of the New Electricity Trading Arrangments (NETA) from the initial review of the England and Wales Pool in 1998 to NETA go-live in March 2001.  In his role as Head of Global Energy Markets for Caminus, Dr. Evans is expanding the leadership position that Caminus has established in the development of competitive energy markets in the UK to other major markets in North America and Europe. Dr. Evans is a Member of the UK Department of Trade and Industry's Energy Advisory Panel, which is responsible for providing input to the UK Government's Annual Energy Report and providing advice to the Minister for Energy.  Prior to starting Caminus Energy Limited, Dr. Evans was a Senior Research Associate with the Energy Research Group at the University of Cambridge (UK) and a Research Fellow at the St. Edmonds College at the University of Cambridge.  

Dr. Evans earned his MSc and his PhD in Physics at the University of Birmingham (UK), as well as his BSc in Physics at the University of Liverpool.
Robert Young, Director, Global Energy Markets, Deloitte & Touche LLP

Bob Young is a Director in Deloitte & Touche’s Global Energy Markets practice. He has conducted strategic and implementation risk management consulting assignments for major energy firms, financial institutions, and other Fortune 500 clients. Prior to joining Deloitte & Touche, he consulted to the energy and financial industries for over 15 years. He was a Vice President at J. P. Morgan for six years where he was responsible for managing client risk management advisory projects to energy firms and financial institutions. Additionally, he was actively involved in several major internal risk management initiatives, including the repositioning of the Bank’s strategy and infrastructure to manage credit risk on an integrated and dynamic basis. 
Prior to J. P. Morgan he was a management consultant with various firms including McKinsey and Price Waterhouse Coopers. He has an M.B.A. from New York University in Finance, and a B.S. from Cornell University. 
David Rutter, CEO, Prebon Energy

Bio unavailable at printing

Kyle Priest, Vice President Marketing, Intecom Inc.

Kyle Priest is responsible for strategic brand planning and marketing of Intecom’s voice infrastructure solutions. Priest joined Intecom from Viant, where he served as a lead marketing strategy consultant. Priest’s marketing and branding experience spans many vertical sectors including Technology, Consumer Packaged Goods, Professional Services, Telecommunications and Retail. Priest has delivered marketing strategy and counsel to blue chip companies including SAP, Pepsi, American Airlines, Nextel, and RadioShack, as well as launched brands and service offerings for several Fortune 500 and technology companies. He holds a BS in Journalism from Butler University.

Gordon Allott, Vice President Business Development, KWI North America

Gordon Allott is an original member of KWI's North American management team and uses his extensive experience in deregulated energy markets to drive new opportunities, growth initiatives and partnerships for the company. Allott came to KWI from the American subsidiary of Vattenfall AB, the Swedish national utility, where he was manager of business development. Mr. Allott holds a J.D. from the University of Denver where he specialized in corporate development and business planning, and obtained a bachelor's degree from Drake University in English and business. 

Patrick Henry Wood, III, Chairman, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

Patrick Henry Wood, III is Chairman of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  Last year he was nominated to the Commission by President George W. Bush and confirmed by the Senate.  His term expires June 30, 2005.

In February 1995, Wood was appointed to the three-member Public Utility Commission of Texas by then Governor Bush to regulate the state’s telecommunications and electric power industries. Wood served as Chairman of the Commission.

A native of Port Arthur, Texas, Wood received a B.S. in Civil Engineering from Texas A&M University and a J.D. from Harvard Law School. He has worked as an engineer with Arco Indonesia and as an attorney with the Baker & Botts law firm in Washington, DC. Wood also served as legal advisor to Federal Energy Regulatory Commissioner Jerry  Langdon and as legal counsel to Texas Railroad Commissioner Barry Williamson.

ADVANCE \d4Wood strongly believes that competition can do better than regulation in delivering customer benefits and service innovations. Throughout his career, he has worked to advance a pro-customer, market-oriented vision of utility regulation.
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