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NEM conference to build on success of Illinois commission
Illinois represents one of the strongest 
success stories for competitive 
retailing, Craig Goodman, NEM’s 
president told us yesterday in an 
exclusive interview.  The group is 
planning a summer policy leadership 
conference in Chicago next week.
 Though Illinois has been a 
competitive state for some time, the only 
migrants away from incumbent utilities 
until recently were large C&I customers, 
Goodman said.  But “within the last year 
you have seen an inordinate migration 
of small businesses and residential 
customers,” he said.  (PUBLISHER’S 
NOTE: Our own reporting on retail 
competition in Illinois have borne out his 
remarks [RT, Jul-05]).
 The number of residential 
customers in Commonwealth Edison 
(ComEd) territories served by a 
competitive retailer grew to 12% by 
May, from about 0.5% the year before, 

Goodman said.  Residential ComEd 
customers who switched away saved 
about $24 million between June 2011 
and May 2012, he added.
 The shopping growth is due to 
policies implemented within the past 
1.5-2 years by the Illinois Commerce 
Commission, Goodman said, including 
a purchase-of-receivables (POR) 
provision.
 Such programs let a utility buy 
the receivables of an alternative retail 
electric supplier at a discounted rate 
equal to the utility’s uncollectable 
rate, thus making it easier for retailers 
to serve the residential and small 
commercial markets.
 “We held this same conference 
in Illinois in 2010, and a number of 
the recommendations we made were 
implemented,” Goodman said.  The 
ICC gets credit for making the changes, 
“but we’re pleased to have been able 

to hold these forums, so the issues in 
all these public-interest decisions were 
fully vetted.”
 NEM holds its quarterly meetings, 
which review the state of the competitive 
marketplace, in states “that have the 
opportunity to open or are opening or 
have the policy or legislative setting in 
place to open,” Goodman noted.
 “The savings Illinois consumers 
have already experienced as a result 
of these changes in closing in on 
$1 billion,” he said.  “That’s very 
significant, in a very short period.  If the 
other states we’re dealing with nationally 
could do something similar, we could be 
talking about one of the most explosive 
growth stories in energy history.”
 The NEM Summer Policy 
Leadership Conference will be at the 
University Club of Chicago Aug 22 
and 23.  
 [Comments]

Maine sees SOS prices rise  
16-18% starting in September

Maine’s PUC last month set net prices 
for standard-offer power service (SOS) 
to medium and large C&I customers of 
Central Maine Power (CMP) and Bangor 
Hydro Electric (BHE), according to public 
filings.  The prices are effective for six 
months starting Sept 1.
 The bids accepted for medium-sized 
C&I customers reflected average prices 
over the term of 6.4¢/KWH for CMP 
customers and 6.3¢/KWH for BHE 
customers.  Those prices were 16% and 
18% higher, respectively, than current 
standard offer prices, the PUC said.
 Compared with the same period last 
year, the new prices are 11% lower for 
CMP customers and 14% lower for BHE 
customers.
 The bids accepted for large C&I 
customers were indexed to the market, the 
PUC said.  It will set prices before each new 
month, based on current market prices.
 Standard-offer prices for residential 
and small commercial customers are not 
affected by these changes and will stay at 

current levels until March 2013, the PUC 
said.  The names of the suppliers selected 
will be released in two weeks to give time 
for power-supply arrangements to be made 
final, the PUC said.
 Maine power customers receive SOS if 
they have not bought power from another 
retail supplier or through an aggregator.  
SOS customers represent about half of the 
supply used by CMP and BHE medium 
C&I customers, the PUC said.
 [Comments]

Massachusetts enacts 
‘competitively priced 

electricity’ law
Massachusetts enacted S 2395, “An 
Act relative to the competitively priced 
electricity in the Commonwealth,” 
meant to “protect ratepayers while 
providing greater reliability and energy 
independence,” it told the press.
 “This legislation will improve the 
reliability of our grid, create more 
competition for energy contracts and 
address some of the cost-drivers for 
electricity without compromising our 
commitment to developing renewable 
energy resources,” Senate President 
Therese Murray, D-Plymouth and 
Barnstable, said this month in prepared 
remarks.
 The bill, signed into law by Gov 
Deval Patrick, D, on Aug 3, extends 
long-term contracts between utilities 
and renewable-energy firms, which 
Massachusetts said will keep the supply 
of renewable-energy credits in balance 
with the growing demand and eventually 
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