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National Energy Marketers Association Applauds 
 Schwarzenegger’s Leadership on Ballot Initiative 

Governor Schwarzenegger Ushers in a New Era of Open Politics  
 
Washington, DC – “Governor Schwarzenegger, the ‘Last Action Hero,’ brings ‘Mr. Smith’ off the 
screen and into the state house in Sacramento in a bold, refreshing move to the political high road.  
Governor Schwarzenegger’s Proclamation calling for a ballot initiative to reverse a 22 billion dollar 
budget deficit has the earmarks of an historic policy initiative,” said Craig Goodman, President of 
National Energy Marketers Association (NEM).   
 
“Another example of the Governor’s leadership is his recent proposal to consolidate numerous agencies 
into a cabinet-level Department of Energy.  Balancing California’s energy needs with its environmental 
sensitivities, demographic diversity, and its impact on neighboring states is a policy challenge of the 
highest order.  Governor Schwarzenegger’s market-based stewardship of the fifth largest economy in the 
world should bring true price and technology competition and permit energy markets to stabilize around 
a coherent statewide policy,” said Goodman, a former high-ranking policy official in the Reagan and 
first Bush Administrations.   
 
“Last century’s utility regulation was marked by cost overruns and volatile commodity pricing 
risks guaranteed by captive customers.  The new Energy Services and Technology Industry cannot 
succeed until and unless every consumer has multiple suppliers competing for their business.  In 
competitive states our members are offering a wide variety of innovative technology and pricing 
options, including fixed prices for natural gas and electricity for as long as five years.  Such 
innovations were never a part of last century’s monopoly regulatory regime,” said Goodman.   
 
“Price and technology competition will encourage both supply and demand reliability, efficiency and 
liquidity.  Policies that encourage utilities to reallocate capital from competitive functions into reliability, 
efficiency and infrastructure investments should produce a triple win for the State of California.  
California’s consumers get a more reliable grid and competitively priced energy supplies while utilities 
get bonus returns on reliability investments, and the economy gets a boost from the growth of new 
competitive industries.  Other states are demonstrating that migration-based reliability incentives are 
saving consumers hundreds of millions of dollars and could be the key to a balanced, reliable, 
progressive, and market-based energy future,” said Goodman.   
 
NEM is a national, non-profit trade association representing wholesale and retail marketers of natural 
gas, electricity, as well as energy and financial related products, services, information and advanced 
technologies throughout the United States, Canada and the European Union.  For additional information, 
contact NEM's Washington, DC headquarters at (202) 333-3288 or www.energymarketers.com. 
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