STATE OF NEW YORK

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

CASE 98-M-1343 – In the Matter of Uniform Business Rules

NOTICE SOLICITING COMMENTS

(Issued  March 3, 2003)


The Commission is considering modifications to its Uniform Business Practices initially adopted on January 22, 1999, and subsequently amended.  A complete version of the current UBP is contained in a document entitled Interim Revised Uniform Retail Access Business Practices (issued November 16, 2001) and available on the Department of Public Service (DPS) web site:  http://www.dps.state.ny.us/ubp_interim_document_11162001.pdf.

The DPS Staff engaged in a process to improve and streamline the UBP requirements and adopt an improved document.  This process involved the issuance of several notices requesting comments on issues relating to:  creditworthiness of Energy Services Companies (ESCOs) (notice issued August 2001); modifications relating to changed market conditions and incorporation of recommendations for national business practices (notice issued December 13, 2001); and on implications of the ENRON collapse and changes in the financial condition of major energy companies (notice issued February 26, 2002).  The February 26, 2002 notice authorized additional comments on the issues identified in the two previous notices.


Fifteen parties submitted comments in response to the February 26, 2002 notice. The UBP document issued for comment with this notice takes into account these and previous comments, lessons learned in DPS Staff work over the last four years on business relationships between ESCOs and distribution utilities, the need to use clear, plain, and consistent language, and the benefits of improved organization. It is proposed that this UBP document replace previously issued UBP provisions in their entirety. The proposed major revisions include changes that strengthen requirements for discontinuance of an ESCO’s participation in retail access programs and reduce security requirements for ESCOs, clarify procedures for changing service providers, strengthen the process for dispute resolution, organize the UBP into sections, and eliminate duplicative, out-of-date or unnecessary provisions.

Accordingly, this notice requests comments on the proposed UBP.  The proposed UBP is available on the DPS web site at http://www.dps.state.ny.us/ubpproposedrevisions_03_03.pdf or in hard copy from the DPS Filing Services Unit (518- 474-2500).  Any person submitting comments on the proposed UPB is requested to file ten copies of their initial comments by April 7, 2003 and reply comments by April 14, 2003 with Janet Hand Deixler, Secretary, Three Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12223-1350.  In order to establish an active parties’ list, interested parties shall notify the Secretary to the Commission, by March 17, 2003, if they wish to receive copies of comments and provide an e-mail address if electronic receipt is acceptable.  The Department will post a service list on its web site prior to April 7, 2003.  Any person filing comments is required to provide copies to the parties on the service list, electronically to parties providing an e-mail address and by standard or express mail to other parties.


JANET HAND DEIXLER


Secretary

